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*****.LOVE S FAST-FORWARD BUTTON: It g ets me out of the house. That s what my friend s g randmother said when they teased her about her
obsession with Bing o Nig ht. The woman s dedication was undeniable. The proof was all up there on her fridg e calendar, like some diabolical
Master Plan. Every bing o nig ht in the city. Catalog ed and accounted for. Complete with directions and estimated travel times. May 15th 7:30
p.m. (basement of St. Georg e s) There s streng th in numbers but peace in solitude. Hence the paradox of social life Freud ably described in
Civilization and Its Discontents (1930): we need the streng th in numbers that comes with social life, but, at one and the same time, social life
makes demands upon us that oEen make us miserable. A species composed of rug g ed individualists who really didn t need each other would
have g one extinct long  ag o. We re not particularly strong  or fast. Like bees and ants, our streng th is derived from our amazing  ability to work
tog ether. But why bother when people can be so annoying ? Because we need them. This leads me to suspect that evolution selected for
human neediness. Among  other thing s, this explains the voracious nature of human sexuality. Unlike tig ers, bears, and salamanders, who only
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procreation. Sex renders us needy and draws us to others; it makes us far less self-contained than we...
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