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The Jewish Publication Society, New York, 2014. Softcover. Condition: New. 360 pages. Softcover. New book. JUDAISM. The Jewish coming-of-
age ceremony of bar mitzvah was first recorded in thirteenth-century France, where it took the form of a simple statement by the father that he
was no longer responsible for his thirteen-year-old son. Today, bar mitzvah for boys and bat mitzvah for girls are more popular than at any
time in history and are sometimes accompanied by lavish celebrations. How did bar mitzvah develop over the centuries from an obscure legal
ritual into a core component of Judaism? How did it capture the imagination of even non-Jewish youth? Bar Mitzvah, A History is a
comprehensive account of the ceremonies and celebrations for both boys and girls. A cultural anthropology informed by rabbinic knowledge,
it explores the origins and development of the most important coming-of-age milestone in Judaism. Rabbi Michael Hilton has sought out
every reference to bar mitzvah in the Bible, the Talmud, and numerous other Jewish texts spanning several centuries, extracting a fascinating
miscellany of information, stories, and commentary. Michael Hilton has been rabbi of Kol Chai Hatch End Jewish Community in London since
2001. He is the author of The Christian Effect on Jewish Life and coauthor of The Gospels and Rabbinic Judaism: A Study Guide. "Michael Hilton's
book combines a thorough grounding in the primary sources and scholarly literature about the history of bar mitzvah with the experience of an
established congregational rabbi. For anyone seeking insight into the origins, development, and significance of this major Jewish lifecycle
event, this is the book to consult."NMarc Saperstein, professor of Jewish history and homiletics at Leo Baeck College "Bar mitzvah and bat
mitzvah are contemporary Judaism's best-known and least understood observances. Michael Hilton does a wonderful job of assembling the
lore,...
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