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Th e W eavi n g of  Man tra: Kukai  an d th e        
Con structi on  of  Esoteri c Buddh i st Di scourse       
(Pap erback)

By Ryuichi Abe

Columbia University Press, United States, 2000. Paperback. Condition: New. Revised ed..
Lang uag e: Eng lish . Brand New Book. The g reat Buddhist priest Kukai (774-835) is credited with
the introduction and establishment of tantric -or esoteric -Buddhism in early ninth-century
Japan. In Ryuichi Abe examines this important relig ious fig ure -neg lected in modern academic
literature -and his profound influence on Japanese culture. Offering  a radically new approach to
the study of early relig ious history -combining  historical research, discourse analysis, literary
criticism, and semiolog y -Abe contends that the importance of Kukai s transmission of esoteric
Buddhism to Japan lay not in the foundation of a new sect but in his creation of a g eneral theory
of lang uag e g rounded in the ritual speech of mantra. embeds Kukai within the fabric of political
and social life in ninth-century Japan and explains how esoteric Buddhism played a crucial role
in many societal chang es in Japan -from the g rowth of monasteries into major feudal powers to
the formation of the native phonetic alphabet, kana. As Abe illustrates, Kukai s writing s and the
new type of discourse they spawned also marked Japan s transition from the ancient order to
the medieval world, replacing  Confucianism as the ideolog y of the...

R EAD O NLINE  
[ 4.62 MB  ]    

R e vie ws  

Thoroug h g uideline for publication fanatics. Better then never, thoug h i am quite late in start reading  this one. I am just eCortlessly could possibly g et
a delig ht of reading  a created book.
-- Te rry B a ile y     

Totally one of the best publication I have g ot ever g o throug h. It really is packed with knowledg e and wisdom I discovered this pdf from my dad and i
recommended this book to discover.
-- Ma d is yn Kuhlm a n      
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