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not the slightest difference what is one s first impression of this quaint and sunny old city, lying half asleep, blinking, as it were, under her
luminous skies, luxuriously lounging on the elbow of the great yellow river; in the end one is sure to conclude that when she spoke, when first
her tender message was breathed into the ear, it was an invitation something like this: | offer you a palm-leaf fan, an omelette souffle, and a
rose. Itis early in the moming, late in the season, and young in the year; but it is the time of all times when this old, half-French, half-Spanish
town of ours, with her beautiful women and foreign ways, her odd, grim houses, and lovely rose gardens, pink and bloomy, is at her best. A
sky more blue than the lid of ltaly is overhead, and against it are limned the dull, gray belfries, the leaping steeples and gilded crosses of her
sanctuaries; roses blossom on her iron balconies, a very balustrade of bloom is at the edge of her red tiled roofs in the musty French quarter,

the perfume of the sweet olive interpenetrates all her shady places, and the sense of a new, different and foreign life impresses the stranger.
The very tinkle of the bells has a novel and enticing sound, and in a little while one realizes that one has some here to enjoy life, to get closer
to nature and to human nature, to be glad over the...
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