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Literature, Works, grade: 1, 0, Humboldt-University of Berlin (Institut fr Anglistik), course: Figurations of Survival in Dystopian (Young Adult)
Fiction, language: English, abstract: Scott Westerfelds trilogy Uglies - Pretties - Specials tells us about the 15-year-old girl Tally who lives in a
society whose citizens (have to) undergo an operation in order to be made pretty as soon as they get 16 years old. The books could easily be
taken for prominently criticizing callomania, i. e. the excessive love of and craving for beauty and the respective extreme efforts people make
to appear beautiful and thus correspond to a certain ideal. It is widely acknowledged that Western countries have developed into societies
whose citizens spend remarkable amounts of time and money in the improvement or maintenance of their fitness and body appearance. Since
the 1980s, an increasing number of so-called body image disorders is reported. More and more and even younger people suffer from a
systematic depreciation of their bodies as they compare them to ideal and imaginative body images (Menninghaus, Winfried: Das Versprechen
der Schnheit. Frankfurt a. Main: Suhrkamp, 2007: 250-251). It therefore seems a first and logical approach to see Westerfelds books as a major
criticism of todays (Western)societies and media which make people perceive their bodies as negative and inferior. As they are considered to
be dystopian fictions, we anticipate Westerfelds novels to carry a warning reference to the readers present society. In this sense, Westerfelds
books offer a most sinister view on how far we could get if we are advancing technologies like aesthetic surgery and genetic engineering
without reconsidering how, why and to what extent we use them. We assume this critical...
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